
Typography
The Art of Type



“Type design is work that can have profound 
consequences; therefore, you should undertake it 

seriously and do it well.”- Juliet Shen

• https://www.commarts.com/columns/shen

• https://www.julietshen.com/typeface-design/1175614

• Tulalip Tribes of Washington and Lushootseed type
• Preserving culture through language

• Challenging cultural assumptions through design

• Global culture, Migration, & the Internet
• How do different languages co-exist alongside each other?

• 90% of the internet’s design is type

https://www.commarts.com/columns/shen
https://www.julietshen.com/typeface-design/1175614


A Tale of Two Fonts: Design & Consequence



Research, Observation, & Design

• Research to gain insight and information- Why?  How?  What?

• Observation: Seeing the world around you through design

• Empathy to understand goal of design process- Who is it for?

• https://archive.org/details/1923AmericanTypeFoundersSpecimenBoo
kCatalogue
• Historical Document to download and peruse for inspiration

• https://www.commarts.com/columns/monospaced-fonts
• History of monospaced-fonts

• https://vimeo.com/ondemand/helvetica3

https://archive.org/details/1923AmericanTypeFoundersSpecimenBookCatalogue
https://www.commarts.com/columns/monospaced-fonts
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/helvetica3


Essential Concepts for Typography Design

• Kerning and Tracking
• Game- https://type.method.ac/

• Game- https://shape.method.ac/ - explore different typefaces and use 
interactive handles to alter the shape of the letters

• How high can you score using your intuition?

• Compare to the pen tool

• Typesetting- Readability and emotional/user response
• font size, measure (a typographic term for the length of lines of text), and line 

spacing effect text blocks

• Subtle changes change the feeling of text

https://type.method.ac/
https://shape.method.ac/


Which is more comfortable to read?



Designing Type: Setting, Arranging, & 
Calibrating



Typeface Anatomy
Reference: http://typedia.com/learn/only/anatomy-of-a-typeface/

http://typedia.com/learn/only/anatomy-of-a-typeface/


Anatomy cont.



Important Notes
• Notice small details

• What parts of the anatomy 
can be taken away?

• What parts can be 
embellished?

• 2 main types of typeface-
Serif & Sans-Serif



Further Practice with creating fonts

• https://fontstruct.com/
• Use basic shape library to construct new fonts

• Thousands of fonts created by designers to study

https://fontstruct.com/


Sketchbook Homework

• One Point Perspective- phase 2
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=52&v=LLLT7X55hm0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=52&v=LLLT7X55hm0

